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m the areas under British jurisdiction is now very strict
Service on the part of the native is voluntary and he must
be justly treated and properly housed and fed Contracts
for service must be made in writing before a government
official and the natives must be returned to their homes
on completion of the engagement Steps have been taken to
provide education for the natives and more especially to give
instruction in tropical agriculture Health facilities include
hospitals dispensing of medical supplies and training of
natives as medical orderlies Under the terms of its mandate
the Australian Government is obliged to administer the
Mandated Territory in such a way as to promote to the
utmost the material and moral well being of the inhabitants
By working along these lines the government has fostered
a spirit of co operation between the natives and the whites
a policy which the care the natives have taken of wounded
Allied soldiers has repaid handsomely
Dutch New Gwinea
The development of Dutch New Guinea is not so far
advanced as that of the rest of the island On the coast
there are coco nut plantations and copra as yet forms the
only important product The development of agriculture
has been handicapped by the lack of volcanic soil found in
the other parts of the East Indies and by the fact that the
natives are too primitive to be employed on plantations
The natural features of the interior make communication
extremely difficult The mam mountain chain divides the
north from the south while the deep gorges of the rivers
make overland transport a matter of great difficulty apart
altogether from the problems presented by* the dense jungle
and the steamy climate Since 1936 a considerable amount
of exploration and experimentation has been carried on b^